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animals. The process of converting plants into animals
may take place on the same farm as that on which the
plants are grown, or the animal feeding stuffs may be
sold by one farmer to another. It is because, frequently,
the same person performs both the primary function of
growing plants and the secondary one of feeding the
plants to livestock, that these two industries are
grouped together as agriculture ; we shall return to this.
point later.
The final output of agriculture, whether it be plants
or livestock products, may be put to three chief uses ;
it may be consumed as foodstuffs by humans, or as a
fuel, or it may serve as the raw material of industrial
production. Of these three uses human food is by far
the most important, as is shown by the following list,
which ranks the world output of the twenty most
important agricultural products according to their total
value in 1927-30, at United Kingdom prices. It does
not include the products of forestry.
1.  Milk and Milk Products.      n. Barley.
2.  Eggs.                                12. Sugar.
3.  Wheat.                              13. Rye.
4- Rice.                                14. Tobacco.
5.  Pigmeat.                           15. Wool.
6.  Beef and Veal.                   16. Mutton and Lamb.
7.  Maize.                               17. Wine.
8.  Potatoes.                           18. Coffee.
9.  Cotton.                             19. Silk.
10. Oats.                               20. Soya Beans.
The eight most important of these products, and
sixteen out of the first twenty, are foods or drinks.
One further product, tobacco, is of a very similar type,
and only three, cotton, wool and silk, coming